Blo’ Norton Local History Group
Chairman’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 2023
The first item on the agenda for 2022 was a little piece of theatre from Brian Thurlow called “We'll Meet Again – an Evacuee's Story”.  It was a piece of theatre because Brian, much too young to have been an evacuee from World War II, played the part of an evacuee with a well rehearsed performance of someone else's experience.  A good way of bringing words to life and it worked.
We then jumped back several hundred years to learn about Suffolk witches from one of our regular speakers, Pip Wright.  Again a very interesting presentation, well received.
Since we planned to make our summer visit to Sutton Hoo, it made sense for us to book our most expensive speaker who had connections to that visit.  Charlie Haylock came to talk about his role as dialect coach for the film “The Dig”, particularly his role in helping Ralph Fiennes to gain a convincing Suffolk accent.  He played Basil Brown, the Botesdale amateur archaeologist who discovered the buried ship.  He gave a fascinating insight into the way Fiennes developed his role as well lots of lessons on Suffolk and other dialects and how they developed through history – a veritable mine of information.  I think that everyone thoroughly enjoyed his talk, despite technical problems with computer stuff.  And, a large audience!
During the summer, we tend to try to get out and about a bit more and we started by having an afternoon walk relating to our theme for an autumn exhibition of the bicentenary of the last Enclosure Act in1822 and the centenary of the building in 1922 of Fairfields, our first council houses which are now listed buildings.  The walk, starting at the church, went around the northern part of the parish pointing out the changes made by Enclosure, and ended with a visit to No. 3 Fairfields arranged by Thomas Hoepfner, and by kind permission of the owners, and followed by refreshments at the Village Hall.
At the beginning of July, the Blo' Norton Local History Group had a stall at the LOHP 20th Anniversary event opposite the windmill.  It was our first such publicity event and I am not sure how many new members we got, but it brought us the attention of a wider audience.
Later, on Sunday 17th July, we had our summer social for members, very kindly hosted by Richard and Alyson Dinnen.  I think I can record that a good time was had by all with an awful lot of talking!
The following evening, we had an extra-ordinary general meeting of the group to discuss and vote on applying to register as a charity with the Charity Commission in order for us to change our bank to the Co-op for free banking.  It was passed but unfortunately, the Charity Commission will not let us register because our turnover is less than £5,000 pa.  So we are still paying monthly and other costs for our banking!
On a happier note, the visit to Sutton Hoo and the Swords of Kingdoms display was scheduled for Sunday 24th July.  Unfortunately, I did not see anyone from our group there, although I gather that some others did attend.  Those that didn't missed a fascinating display of intricate workmanship from the early Saxon period, the so-called “Dark Ages”, as well as views from the new slightly swaying tower (it was windy).
As is now our custom, we did nothing in August, the Centenaries Exhibition which was to have been held on 11th September, was postponed to November.
On 12 September, Jonathan Dutton talked about the Garboldisham VAD hospital giving an interesting insight into a bit of very local history that I suspect very few of us knew about.
Nick Amor presented “Keeping the Peace in Medieval Suffolk” on 10th October which I was unable to attend.  This was followed on Sunday 6th November by the postponed Centenaries Exhibition, which, despite the weather was reasonably well attended.  On 14th November, Geoffrey Leigh and I presented three 19th Century emigrants from Blo' Norton.

We had our 14th AGM on 12 December 2022 which made us all think about how the years have flown!

The 2023 season started with Andrew Tullett talking about “Norfolk Mills on a Stick” - an unusual title but referring to his huge collection of information on village signs in Norfolk.  In this case he took us through lots of village signs with mills depicted on them.  An unusual approach to local history which went down well.

In April, Dr Geoffrey Kay gave us an informative talk entitled: “Overpaid, oversexed and over here!”.  This was about the American “invasion” in the second world war, especially in Suffolk (He didn't realise Blo' Norton was in Norfolk) and was well received.

Yesterday, Patricia Hodgkins gave a presentation on John Constable, Flatford Mill and other places depicted in his art.  She is a National Trust volunteer at Flatford Mill and is going to lead our members on a short tour around Flatford Mill area in July.

The Local History Group continues to operate with some new members replacing those who drop off.  We are still able to afford a good programme of events and talks, but speakers' fees are rising and as always, new members will help to keep it all solvent.  So please come along – you never know, you might get hooked!.
As always my sincere thanks to Joan and Richard, who in addition to their existing jobs on the committee, also took on research into the occupants of Fairfields with considerable success resulting in a very interesting display and new contacts for the history group.  Also thank you to the refreshment volunteers without whom our end of session mardles would be very dry!  And thank you all for continuing to attend the meetings and give the group support.
John Dixon
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