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 St. Andrews church is a 13th century Grade 2* listed building. It has been at the heart of the community for over 700years and continues to be a focal point for worship and occasions of importance.
It is part of a group of ten churches in the Harling Guiltcross Benefice. The current incumbent is Revd. Simon Richardson-Best. Revd. Simon was joined by our new curate Revd. Joshua Whitnall who was ordained at a Service in Norwich Cathedral in July last year.
The PCC now consists of six members and is chaired by Revd. Richardson -Best. Unfortunately, at the recent Annual Parish Church Meeting no one stood for election to take on the role of churchwarden. This means that the PCC as a whole will take on the responsibility for the church.
The church is open on a daily basis for visitors. It is also part of the Sikh Heritage Trail as Prince Frederick Duleep Singh, son of the last Maharaja of the Punjab, lived in Blo Norton Hall and is buried in the churchyard.
Visiting Sikhs are welcomed from many parts of the country seeking part of their history.
The church has continued to hold monthly Services on the second Sunday of the month which are open to all. Additional Services are held on special occasions.
The PCC holds a monthly coffee and chat morning on the last Tuesday of each month.  These are held more often now in the village hall rather than the church The events are well attended and provide an opportunity for villagers to meet up.
 The village celebrated the coronation of King Charles111 on Sunday 7th May with a Sunday brunch in the village hall. St Andrews church, the village hall and the Parish council jointly hosted the event. Many villagers from Blo Norton and surrounding areas attend along with family and friends.
 The PCC were once again given the opportunity in June to raise much needed funds for the church at the Vintage Tractor Display thanks to Barney and Myrtle Davey. A total of £1347.07 was raised.
 
The repairs to the Decalogue Boards in memory of Tim Stevenson were completed By Polly Saltmarsh--painting Conservator in Cambridge—and refitted in September. Revd. Simon and Revd. Josh rededicated the boards at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 1st October. The work was made possible by money donated by Hilary Stevenson, family and friends. Many of Tim’s family attended and the church was beautifully decorated for the Service.
 
The Mothers Union banner which had been sent to a Textile conservator for cleaning and repair has been returned and was blessed at the Mothering Sunday Service. Money donated by Avis Wells and family in memory of Cedric and a further donation from the family of Colin Campbell made this possible.
A new notice board was bought and fitted helped by money donated in memory of Ruby Pawsey.
The PCC joined forces with the village hall to host a Harvest Supper on 7th October which was well attended. Produce from the Harvest Service and other donated produce was auctioned on the evening raising a total of £133 which was donated to the Diss Salvation Army Christmas appeal. Proceeds from the evening were split between the village hall and the church.
A Christmas Coffee morning was held in the village hall on 28th November and a total of £424.87 was raised for church funds.
 
A Remembrance Service was held on 12th November the collection going to the British Legion.  Poppies were also available in the church leading up to Remembrance Sunday. £97.72 was raised in total and paid directly to the British Legion.
The Carol Service on 17th December was well attended and the collection of £166.68 was sent to the Childrens society. Mulled wine and mince pies was served after the service.
A special Dawn Service held on Easter Sunday was well attended with hot drinks and croissants served after the Service. It was an earlier than expected service as all had forgotten that the clocks went forward that Sunday!! So well done to all who attended.
 
Maintenance of the church continues to be a high priority. The 2year monitoring of the South wall was completed in June and the Structural engineers report explained that the wall movement was likely to be due to Climatic conditions rather than a structural problem.
The South Westernmost window damaged by the wall movement was refitted in December and strengthened to withstand any further movement.
Necessary Electrical work was carried out which ensured that the church is compliant with current regulations and has also given us the required 5year electrical certificate.
The church grounds are maintained on a regular basis including grass and hedge cutting with paid and voluntary help.
 
Safeguarding continues to be a priority within the church and our appointed safe-guarding officer is kept up to date with the required training and procedures. 
 
The PCC would like to thank all who attend functions and help to raise much needed funds for our ancient village church.
