ST. ANDREWS CHURCH REPORT  2024/2025
 
The church is part of a group of ten churches in the Harling and Guiltcross Benefice. 
The current incumbent is Rev’d Simon Richards together with curate Rev’d. Joshua Whitnall. The PCC consists of five members and is chaired by Rev’d Richardson.
The church is open daily for visitors. It is also part of the Sikh Heritage Trail as the grave of Prince Frederick Duleep Singh, son of the last Maharaja of the Punjab, is in the churchyard. Visiting Sikhs are welcomed from many parts of the country seeking part of their history. There are special banners to read and leaflets available in the church. Other committee groups are welcome to use the church for meetings if the village hall is unavailable.
 
The church has continued to hold monthly Communion Services which take place on the second Sunday of each month and are open to all. Additional services are held on church festivals and other special occasions.
 
The PCC holds a monthly coffee and chat morning which takes place on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the village hall which is kindly provided free of charge, and we thank the village hall committee for their help. The events are well attended and provide a valuable opportunity for past and present villagers to meet up, especially those living alone. We also say a big thank you to Gerry Smith for the refreshments he provides—his sausage rolls are now legendary!
 
A pancake and coffee morning was held on the 13th February2024. A total of £212.50 was raised for church funds.
 
The Dawn service on Easter Sunday –all the earlier as the clocks went forward on that |Sunday—was held on 13th February 2024. A total of £212.50 was raised for church funds.
 
This year’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service took place on Sunday 6th October. The church was beautifully decorated and produce collected was auctioned at the Harvest Supper held on the following Saturday. Proceeds from the harvest supper were split between the village hall and the church. The church received a total of £312.55. The auction of produce raised £156, a further £202 was donated by supper goers which was rounded up to £360 and donated to the family of a young Diss person receiving treatment at Great Ormond Street hospital with bone cancer.
 
A Remembrance Service was held on Sunday10th November. A collection was made for the British Legion poppy appeal. Poppies were also available in the church and a village collection was made. £185.08 was raised in total and passed on to the British Legion.
 
The annual Christmas coffee and chat morning was held in the village hall on 26th November and a total of £583.10 was raised for the church from the refreshment donations, various stalls and the auction of a donated picture. A further £1105 was kindly donated by Gerry Smith from the sale of daffodil bulbs in the local community. St Andrews church contributed to the annual East Harling Church Christmas tree Festival with an angel themed tree. Thank you to Booan Temple for helping with the donation of some lovely angel Christmas tree lights.
 
This years Carol Service took place on 15th December 2024, it was well attended, and the collection raised a total of “210.07 which was sent to the Children’s Society.
 
Safeguarding continues to be a priority within the church and PCC members are kept up to date with guidance and necessary training. 
 
Maintenance of the church continues to be a high priority. The two gullies on the North side of the church were completed and the two on the South side hopefully will be completed in the coming year.
 
The church grounds are maintained with paid and voluntary help. Thank you to Gordon Smith for all the mowing he does on a regular basis.
 
Looking ahead.  The coffee and chat mornings will continue on a monthly basis, and we look forward to working with the Village Hall committee in future events.

