MINUTES OF BLO NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
  AT BLO NORTON VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7 P.M. 

1. Attendance and Apologies

In attendance, David Mills, Julie Crossley, Shirley Grainger, Nick Scott, Julia Curtis
Apologies from Clifford Oliver, Julia Curtis, Marion Chapman Allen

2. No declarations of interest

3. The Minutes of 15th July 2025 were approved

Matters arising
4. Flooding issues (plan and response from Luke Denny)
Discussed Luke Denny (HHighways) comments re bridges and the map he had emailed across.  
The Clerk to contact Luke to say we will keep in touch but currently there are no problems.  
The village hall committee have had a quote to try and stop the flooding involving moving pipes and diverting rainfall into an alternative ditch.    Patrick Baker will send the quote to the Clerk and a site meeting can be arranged and consideration regarding further financial contribution by the PC to assist with the cost. 
5. Village hall improvements
The improvements have been made, its been signed off and everyone is very pleased with outcome.
The Parish Council made a financial contribution in January 2025.   It was agreed that this should be made now rather than waiting until January 2026
6. Purchase of Christmas Tree

      A 12 foot tree will be ordered from Diss Garden Centre to be delivered to David Mills. 
7. Barclays Mandate adding additional person 
To clarify which Parish Councillors if any bank with Barclaysand whether they would be prepared to be added to the mandate.

8. EV charging point 
Patrick Baker is liaising with NCC for a pod point to be installed at the Village Hall. It will be done at the NCC’s expense and PB will deal with this going forward.  He is currently waiting to hear from NCC.


9. John Dyer Charity 
There are funds available in the Charity for anyone in need and should anyone wish to apply they should contact the Clerk or members of the Parish Council.  Clerk to put another advert in the Garboldisham/Blo Norton Newsletter.  The Clerk will put info on Blo Norton Community page. 

Finance

10. Approval was given for the following payments
Clerk Salary 	(Jan 2026)				£240.00
Remembrance wreath (PB)				£20.00
Defibrillator pads (retrospective) 			£146.34
Village Hall 						£3,000 
Receipts		
	Bottle Bank 			£72.14
	Precept			£2835.00	
	Robert Coe Surveyors Land	£55.00	
Balance of Barclays account 					£13,564.31

PRECEPT FOR 2026/27 DECISION
The precept is currently £5670.00 the Parish Council approved a 4% increase in line with inflation @ £226 =  £5896.00 for 2026/27
Any other Business
The village raised £262.34 from the sale of poppies.  Moving forward Patrick will purchase and arrange the remembrance wreath.  
LOHP have purchased some of the land adjacent to the river which will be named Prince Freddy’s Meadows in memory of Prince Frederick Duleep Singh who lived in Blo Norton Hall.  It is the 100th anniversary of his death in 2026.
The trees planted a few years ago on behalf of the Parish Council are looking neglected and need attention.  Shirley Grainger to investigate a possible work party.
A parishioner has asked for permission to install a bench on the grass near the village hall to celebrate Princess Sophia 150 anniversary with a QR code to read her history.  It was agreed that the bench may be placed on PC land providing it does not interfere with parking. 
Meeting finished at 19.45
Next meeting 20th January 2026
