            Blo’ Norton Parish Council Annual Meeting 19th May 2026 
          Chairman’s Report 
                             
Welcome to a smart new venue with much more comfortable chairs……………. 
As you have obviously seen, the hall has been comprehensively “re-modelled” and re-decorated with a new main entrance, new lavatories and new lighting; even the parquet flooring has been taken up, cleaned and then re-laid. 
The old stage dominated the hall and took up valuable space, so the  proscenium arch was removed and the stage lowered in height and very much reduced in area. 
The Parish Council provided funds to replace the old, moulded plastic chairs  with much more comfortable padded chairs; altogether better looking and certainly much more comfortable. 
It is planned to install an EV charging point outside the village hall; this will be financed by Norfolk County Council. Details of this will be provided in due course. 
Flooding has been a problem in the past with water level rising in the river and flooding as far as the junction of Church Lane, Middle Road and Fen Road in the centre of the village where the water level was half way up a man’s wellington boot early in April 2018. This was caused by obstruction of the river downstream and could not be guarded against locally. Provided that roadside ditches are kept clear will at least help prevent localised flooding in the village to occur again, provided of course that the weather follows normal patterns…………… 
We remind parishioners that if their land is separated from the public road by a ditch, then “Riparian Ownership”, which dates back to the early years of the 18th century, applies and they have responsibility for maintaining that ditch and keeping it clear of obstruction. 
 
                    
 
 
 

