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2025/26 has been another successful year for the Blo' Norton Local History Group with a full and varied programme of meetings, speakers and visits.  And a growing attendance at meetings.

These have included:  Pip Wright, on Suffolk convicts transported to Australia; Owen Thompson from Hopton, on the Man from the WarAg; and Sarah Doig, generously filling in last minute for another speaker, talking about Celebrating Suffolk Women with a series of well-presented examples, which took us up to our AGM in December.

We also had a summer trip to Woodbridge to see the work of the Sutton Hoo Ship's Company who are recreating, as near as they can, the ship buried at Sutton Hoo.  But there was more to see with both: both the Tide Mill and the museum nearby.

In July, we had our summer members' get-together very kindly hosted this time by Hilary Stevenson at The Old rectory.  Despite threatening, the weather proved fine and we had a thoroughly good ol' mardle!  Thank you Hilary!

After a break in January and February 2026, we started the new progamme with Terry Donoghue on the subject: Bury Stirs!  Dissent, Riots, Rebellion; followed in April with the Sad Story of Airship R101 told by Dr Geoffrey Kay.  Both talks went down well.  Our last speaker before the summer is Tony Diamond on Boudicca in Eye.

As always, Richard Dinnen has not only created a first-rate programme but also performed his role as secretary keeping you all informed of meetings and events.  But it doesn't stop there, with planning for a big event to commemorate 100 years since the death of Prince Frederick Duleep Singh in late August 2026; an afternoon visit to the 100 Bomber Group memorial museum at Thorpe Abbotts in June; a visit to the highly acclaimed rejuvenation of Norwich Castle and museum in July; and an invitation by the curator of Kensington Palace to see the exhibition about the three Duleep Singh sisters at some point in the summer.  Which is by far our fullest summer visits programme since we started 20 years ago!

After that, in the Autumn, Jo Caruth will be presenting a talk on The Anglo Saxon settlement at Hartismere, Eye; and Jennifer van Schoor will give her postponed talk on Facets of Power: Queen Victoria and Maharaja Duleep Singh.  That brings us to December and our AGM.

Meanwhile, Joan Kibble has continued in her role as treasurer, ensuring moneys for membership and from increasing numbers of visitors is recorded and banked, as well as keeping an eye on ever rising costs - resulting in another year of sound finances.

And Alison Dinnen has organised the refreshments which is very much appreciated by all.

We now have help from Ad Hickley who attends our committee meetings to give support and ideas, and helps Richard with publicity.  Very many thanks to them all, because without their efforts there would be no Blo' Norton Local History Group.

The committee has stayed the same for several years now but it would be really nice to have someone fresh helping to run the show.  This is my annual call for more committee members to take on some of Richard's roles and eventually replace those of us who have been doing this job for a lot longer into our old age than we ever thought.  The history group is now strong but it won't stay that way without new blood running things and bringing in new ideas.

John Dixon 

(Chairman)
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